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Auf Wiedersehen
"God be with you until we meet again”
Dearly Beloved, Dearly Redeemed Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

While | don't know much of the German language, | know enough about
the German culture and people to know the meaning behind things they
say to one another. This is especially true when | am in Franconia, a part
of southern Germany in the State of Bavaria, where Stefan is from and
where his family resides. As we travel in the small towns of Bavaria and
parts of Austria, it is not uncommon for friends and strangers to greet one
another, saying, "Gruss Gott", which means "God bless you." It always
brings me pleasure, not only to be greeted in such a way, but to greet
others as well with the words, "Gruss Gott."

And another German expression that is known by many throughout the
world is "Auf Wiedersehen." While the phrase is a way of saying farewell,
the literal meaning is "untii we meet again." And there is some
connotation of wishing God's blessing unto the other, until you meet again.

Farewells are difficult. | know how hard it is for Stefan and | to leave
family and friends in Germany, never knowing for certain when or who we

will see again. The same is true now for me, as | leave Redeemer's. We have shared much life
together, from births to deaths, baptisms and funerals, Bible Studies and Story Matters, life stories
and faith stories. We have all grown under God's mercy and love, God's grace and faithfulness. And
| have been blessed to be here. | thank you for the many experiences we have shared and pray for
God's continued blessing upon you, personally and as a faith community.

Now it is time for me to say, Auf Wiedersehen to you. And | will do so, quoting parts of one of my
favorite hymns, written by Jeremiah E. Rankin:

God be with you till we meet again;
By his counsels guide, uphold you;
With his sheep securely fold you.
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again;
When life's perils thick confound you,
Put his arms unfailing round you.
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again;
Keep love's banner floating o'er you;
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Smite death's threat'ning wave before you.
God be with you till we meet again.

God bless you and keep you, now and always.
With love and thanksgiving for you,
Pastor Munker

Dear People of Redeemer’s,

Thank you so very much for the wonderful, joyful send off today—for Jan playing in Amy’s absence
and doing a grand job, for Erica accompanying during hymns, for the many who worshiped and
made a joyful noise to the Lord!. Thank you for the inspirational cross and gratitude bracelet from
the congregation, the fellowship and great food following worship, the cards and gifts from
individuals and the many who have expressed their well wishes for Stefan and me. It was all so
thoughtful and meaningful to me.

| have said before that leaving is difficult. | have felt supported and loved by you. | hope you have
experienced that from me. | have been blessed here and must tell you that serving you has made
me grow as a pastor and a woman of faith. | carry this learning and so many memories with me.
You have taught me that love truly makes a difference. The love you have for one another is now
being carried out into the world in new ways, and it is a joy to experience! | do love you and will
miss watching and experiencing you bloom and grow where you are planted!

Thank you again for how you have touched my life. God’s blessings, peace and love be with you
always,

Pastor

Noisy Offering
We collected $325 in the month of April for water! What a way to show the heart of God and God's
loving care and concern for others, especially the poor. Thank you so very much for your generosity!

With the $325, we were able to make the following purchases:

e A share in a water well for a village, enabling as many as 500 families to gain access to clean,
safe water. When a community gains access to clean water, everything changes. Women and
children don't spend hours gathering water; communities are healthier; people can work, farm and
go to school. Together, they are able to build stronger economies and a future filled with hope.

@ g e 50,000 water _purification tablgts, enough to purify 50,000 gallons qf water.

C‘ o %%@ Water purification tablets are life savers, as they protect people from illnesses

like cholera and typhoid.
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¢ N% e Farming tools, which enable a family to grow and sell food. With valuable tips
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/ L} < and the right equipment, farmers can count on increased harvests and healthy
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families.
Noisy Offering 1hank you to all for your contributions that are life giving and life saving.
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= of us probably feel a certain sense of loss and are faced with the questior
2F ¢ KI G Q. Figt®Eal, yolirachirch council has been preparing

NO[.eS for this change. The biggest, most obvious change will be Sunday worship
v Over the next few months we will be using pulpit supply pastors to lead
worship. Some of them you are familiar with, while some may be new
faces. Please welcome them with open armd apen hearts.

| will be talking and meeting with the Bishop very soon to talk with him about our future. My hope
is to get a little direction andtrategies on moving forward. More to come in future newsletters.

Aside from not having a pastoral presenday to day, things will pretty much progress as normal.
Remember, we are a small yet vibrant congregation. Together we have always weathered the stor
while moving forward. We will continue to do the same. All of the wonderful ministries taking place
will continue to operate as usual.
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report to present to the congregation about our future and some suggestions on moving forward. A
always, we look to all ofou for input and ideas in this process.

In closing, please continue to pray for our congregation asking for strength, courage and wisdol
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Love and Respect,
Steve Nowlan
Please feel free to contact me waly questions or concerns at 7884-8196.

The Festival of Pentecost, or the birth of the Church, is
- q\% Sunday,June 4 Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are
5 called to join in God's mission to love and bless the
P E N T E C O S T whole world. The sancturay will be adorned in red,
always a sign that God is up to something new! As a part of our celebration, we ask that you wear
something red.
We will adorn our altar area with red geraniumson Pentecost that will later be planted outside to
beautify our landscape. Please consider making a donation TODAY. Any amount will be appreciated.

Just mark on your envelope how much will be going to this fund.

from our President

Cook Book - The women’s group is putting together a cookbook and Sllbmit
need your favorite recipes to include in it. You can submit them directly '
on the website www.fundcraft.com and type in username 2231-16DC

then click the "shortcut online” link and then "post a recipe." where you “ecl es
can add a personal note if you want. If you prefer, you can hand write or

type your recipe and turn into the church office. You can also type it on -
the computer and send to ricreflections@yahoo.com. Please include the
recipe’s name, the ingredients, directions, and your name and phone# in
case we have any questions. We have some wonderful cooks in our

congregation with recipes that have been crowd pleasers over the years.
Now is the time to share them with your church.



http://www.fundcraft.com/
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WOMAN TO WOMAN:

Here it is June already. June always brings to mind two things — weddings and graduation. It was
16 years ago that we had Roger’s wedding in our backyard. It was a beautiful day and today as | look
out my back window, | can still picture the tent, flowers, chairs and friends and family gathered.
However, leading up to that day, | was worried. You might think | was worried about the weather and
what we would do if we had a downpour that day. You'd be wrong!! | was worried about Mick and
me being left alone.

Roger was the one that kept the conversation going so when he said he was getting married, |
said, “ Sure, sure, after you’ve been working for a few years and maybe go back to school, get your
doctorate in construction.....like when you're about 50.” If anyone would have told me how difficult it
is to release children | would not have believed it. In fact, | had observed families struggling with
good-byes and thought they were overly protective. Now that it was my turn, | was giving the word
“‘possessive” new glue. | tried reasoning with Roger; when that didn’t work | threatened, | pleaded, |
cajoled, | bribed and then | cried. | delayed but did not divert him from walking down the aisle. While
he was still at home, if we passed in a room | had to hug him. Mick finally told me to grow up. We

had our son so that one day he could go on his own grand adventure just
like we did.

. Yes, that day was a perfect day! Friends and family gathered in our
'!' & backyard and witnessed a glorious start to Roger and Karen’s grand
adventure and | can still picture it every time | look out the back window
but more than that, every time | see the two of them together preparing
their own children for grand adventures which brings me to that second

June thing — graduations. Our baby is graduating 8" grade this year!
She’ll be moving on to more exciting things and saying “good-bye” to her
youth. Will she still want to hang out at grandma’s — or spend Saturday
night with friends. | better get ready for more pleading, cajoling, bribing,

etc.
Til next month --------------- nice chatting with you. Jan Strojny

TO RAISE A CHILD, WHO IS COMFORTABLE ENOUGH TO LEAVE YO
MEANS YOU’' VE DONE YOUR JOE
THEY ARE NOT OURS TO KEEP,
BUT TO TEACH THEM TO SOAR ON OMENR-~anonymous

Beginning in June, free counseling will be available right here at
Redeemer's. Two Masters level students from Trinity Christian
College in the Counseling Psychology program will be available to
see clients from the congregation and/or the community. The
students are doing their internships and will work under the
supervision of Dr. Deb Majewski. Deb currently works with interns at
i her main office location in Homewood where they provide quality
counseling to individuals, families, and couples . The counseling will
FREE be available in the evenings and weekends to start and will be free of
: charge. If you know of anyone who has been interested in talking to
Counsel]ng a counselor please let them know about this wonderful opportunity
right here in Oak Forest. Contact information will be available very
soon for the interns. If you have any questions you can email Deb at

debzenergy@live.com and she will be happy to talk to you.



REDEEMER®S FREE PANTRY
We have opened a Free Pantry/Blessing Box on churc
property. | may have started with the idea from an article
in Living Lutheran, but as always, it is a project with help
from many. The pantry was built by my friend Tracy
Boyda's husband Tim. They donated all the materials as
' ~ well. Jim and Sophie made the sign. My work, JCRnney,
“2- has been generous too, by sponsoring a food drive to
help with the initial stocking. It goes by the philosophy of
take what you need, give what you can. It is sustained by
the community, for the community. | will also be adding
free produce once the garden gets going. The pantry
should not interfere with what we collect for TWC. If you
want to donate separately to the pantry, we won't turn it
down, but please continue to be generous with those
monthly donations to TWC.
Within 24 hours of starting the pantry we had someone
take some items and add some items. That was very
promising. Please help get the word out.
Thanks to all that have helped support this project. As Pastor Munker says every Sunday...Go in peace,
feed the poor.

Good News A New Ministry is Emerging at
WSRSSYSNRAaHH

It is with great joy that we can announce a new ministry

‘.
R E D E EM E R 'S called® Re d e e me r This miQisary iose’of. calling
CA R ES the people of Redeemer’s on the phone to check in with
you, once every 6-8 weeks, just to find out how you and
N : how your family are doing! We have nine volunteers and
each have been given names of who they will call.
These callers will not to ask you for money, recruit
volunteers, ask for participation in upcoming events, or be part of gossip fest—the calls are not about
asking you to do anything or for anything.

It really is all about you and your family, your joys and your concerns. We look forward to hearing
about you and are delighted to begin this ministry!

BATTER UP

Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 26" for church night at the
ball park! Game time is 6:05pm. The tickets cost just $5 each- that is
half off the normal price. This night will be “Star Wars Night” and
includes a post game fireworks display. We need to pre order tickets
and would like to have reservations and payment by July 2. Parking will
be $2 per car with food & beverage additional at the park. Please put
payment for your tickets with your name and how many you will need
in an envelope and give to Deb Frawley or put in the offering plate. We
have had a great turn out in the past and would like to make this a




fellowship annual event. We hope to see you there!



Thank you's
e Marilyn for taking the initiative to begin the Community Food Pantry out front! We already
have people who have utilized this pantry.
e Sophie and Jim Mueller for the beautiful sign that hangs on the Food Pantry Box.
e Tim Boyda, the builder of the Food Pantry Box. He donated all the materials and his time.
e Deb Frawley for the Mental Héta Bulletin Board. There is so much valuable information.
Please make sure to take time to look it over.
e Connie Martin and Jan Strojny, who took the time to bake and deliver the May Day treats
to our Seniors.
e Jennah Kanacki for a wonderful Shalom Moment
e The Women’s group once again providing the Coffee Hour.
e All those who provided appetizers, deserts, set up, cleaned up & organized the Farewell
Fellowship.
Gary Rickert for his vigilance in following through with repairs and maintenance.
Art James for seeing the building is cared for.
Pastor Munker for leading, guiding and caring for us during her tenure.

The Womends Gr ouphanwallwol tde congrégationtfar thd tasty goodies made for
Pastor® farewell party and the Women's group for serving and decorating and the people who set-up
and took down and cleaned up afterward .

(’C\\;\ We are saddened by the death of Ed Rickert on Monday, May 13Ve give thanks to
~ God for his life and new life in Christ. Ed has been a pillar of faith and service at
9 Redeener's. His faith was the cornerstone of his life and all his relationships, most
o especially his beloved wife Dorothy and their family.Please remember Gary and
Y)J), Q@ . Marilyn, Diane and grandchildren in your prayers.

aégwqmm% A Coffee hour in Ed’s honor will be held on June 11", All are invited.
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Monday, June 26 at 7pm we will meet at the home of Deb Nowlan to discuss this month’s selection.
AN UNFORGETTABLE MEMOIR OF ONE GIRL’S COMING-OF-AGE IN A
POLYGAMIST FAMILY
Her motfhoeurrdtsh child and her fatherdés 39 14 ut h
pol ygami st Mor mon col ony I n Chi huahua, J\ 0. F
helping to raise her many younger siblings in a home with half  -finished walls and
no bathroom. In need of governrmenta s si st ance and suppl e mg i nc
mother carted her and her siblings back and forth between Mexico and the United 3 b
States, where her mother collected welfare and her stepfather worked a variety of
odd jobs. Ruth grew to love the time she spent in th e States, and realized the o
community into which she was born was not the right one for her life. As she began %?uk
to doubt her familyds extreme fundament be
choices,she struggled to balance her fierce love for her siblings  with her =
determination to forge a better life for herself. After a freak accident, followed by new
revelations about her stepfather, Ruth fled to the US with her siblings in 1987. After earning her
GED, she put herself through college and graduate school while she raised her three youngest

sisters, eventually becoming a high school Spanish teacher. Ruth is  now a speaker, author and
small business owner. She is happily married and lives with her husband in Portland, Oregon.



TOGETHER WE COPE HELPING HANDS IN 2017: In the month of June we will be collecting
canned meats and tuna for our July 1% target date. These items are brought weekly to the food
pantry at Together We Cope. Any and all items are welcomed anytime... with the focus being the
item of the month. Let’s fill up our Food Baskets in the narthex! Thank you

-_——

Helping Hands

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

Keep the following in our prayers: Roland Johnson; Troy & Lyn Gryga and their unborn baby girl; Shirley
Aggen; Amanda Frawley; Nicholas Fisher; Kristen (Animagi) Richardson; Brooklyn Marie Litoborski; Linda
McDonald; Ken Ishler; Jeff Kanacki; Rylan Walters and his parents Julie & Nick; Elizabeth Lopez; Cathy Thrun;
Ann Cerda; Sara Joyce Ishler; Dolores Sheputis; Bob Kropack; Rachel’s friend, Joe; Marge Carlson’s
daughter, Donna; Jim Rogge; Anna Schara Coates; Donna Gleason; Brad Snow; Don Gleason; Patti
Schoenbeck; Debbie Gungor; Troy Ishler; Pat Kropack; Sue Deems; Kenneth Deems; Lois Oset; Bonny Nagel;
Pastor Mark Wiberg; for wisdom, peace and justice to prevail in God’s world; for prejudice & racism to end in
our nation & world; for the poor and the hungry; the unemployed and the underemployed; the homeless, the
marginalized; the refugees fleeing for their lives and the countries that are providing shelter; for our earth and
healing of our environment; for the safety of all children who face violence, danger and hostile environments;
for our nation; the victims of the attack and the people of Egypt & Syria; the people of Sudan; families and
victims of the attack in Manchester, England; Pastors Cynthia and Stefan Munker; for all grieving, especially
Dorothy, Marilyn, Gary Rickert, their friends and family on the death of Ed; for Deb Majewski and Art James as
they attend the Synod Assembly.

We will be starting a new proceare for our prayer list. There will be a sign up sheet on the office
ledge to be filled out with name, date& who we are praying for. The name will be on the list for a
period of one month, and then removed. You will have to contact the office, orsignthe sign up
sheet if you want your loves one to remain on the list. Thank you for your understanding.

SRR

We are here all summer. We hope you will be, too.

We hope you will continue to worship with us each Sunday,
or with another congregation should you be traveling.
While summer is certainly a time to take a break and relax,
it is important to worship our Lord and thank God for God’s
continued grace and our continued blessings. We also ask
that you are mindful in keeping up with your pledges, as our
expenses continue throughout the summer months.
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USHERS FOR JUNE: Kathy Meckel, Nancy Ulloa, Jennie Brown, Debbie Animagi
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1 Dan & Deb Frawley

2 Traci Stephens 5 Gary & Diana Carr

5 Robert Minnick 11 Jay & Dorothy Kropack
11 Alex Calder 23 Steve & Deb Nowlan
14 Bert Claich 25 Dave & Connie Martin
24 Jay Kropack 30 Harold & Judy Carver

26 Amanda Grossi
27 Joanne Behrens
29 Debby Nowlan

LECTOR COMMUNION ASST.
JUNE 4 Art James Kathy Meckel
11 Tony Ogarek Alec Ogarek
18 Cheryl Dykstra Erica Strojny
25 Dan Frawley Andrew Ogarek

Altar Flowers are given by:

JUNE 4 Deb & Ray Majewski for blessings received
11 Amanda & Kevin Grossi in celebration of their 1° Anniversary
18 The Martins in celebration of their 40™ Anniversary
25 The Nowlan’s in celebration of their 38" Anniversary!



